
Sarah Songhorian has a Ph.D. in Cognitive 

Neuroscience and Philosophy of Mind at Vita-Salute San 

Raffaele University in Milan and at the Institute for 

Advanced Study in Pavia (IUSS). She defended a 

Dissertation on “Empathy, Sympathy, and Morality: An 

Interdisciplinary Approach”. She graduated in 2011 at 

Philosophy at Vita-Salute San Raffaele University in Milan 

on: “Sentire e agire. L’etica della simpatia tra 

sentimentalismo e razionalismo” (“Feeling and Acting. The 

Ethics of Sympathy between Sentimentalism and 

Rationalism”). Her research topic focuses on the 

possibility to find a relation between the concepts of 

“empathy”, as it is intended in recent neuroscientific 

analysis, and that of “sympathy”, as a normative 

foundation for a moral theory. She is member of CeSEP – 

Center for Public Ethics Studies – and of PERSONA – 

Laboratory for Research in Phenomenology and Sciences 

of the Person – at Vita-Salute San Raffaele University. 

Research areas: Moral philosophy, Metaethics, Empathy 

and Sympathy. 

 

 


