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Alexandar Damjanovski is a PhD Candidate at the School of Internation-
al Studies of the University of Trento. His doctoral research applies Game 
Theory to European defence cooperation. He holds an MA in International 
Relations and European Studies and a BA in International Studies (Uni-
versity of Florence), and he has a Master in Diplomatic Studies from the 
Italian Society for International Organisation (Rome). He has interned 
at the Communication Service of the European University Institute and 
worked as a junior researcher in the OSCE project “Confidence-Building 
Measures to Reduce the Risks of Conflict Stemming from the Use of ICT”. 
Furthermore, he has worked as BlueBook trainee at the European Com-
mission at the DG Defence Industry and Space. Currently, he is a Lecutrer 
in Geopolitics to undegraduate students at the Unicollage Scuola Superi-
ore Mediatori Linguistici, Florence. 

Loretta Dell’Aguzzo is Adjunct Professor of Strategic Geopolitics at Uni-
college - Scuola Superiore per Mediatori Linguistici of Florence. Her re-
search focuses on comparative authoritarianism, democratization and 
state formation with a regional focus on post-communist and MENA 
countries. Among her publications are Conflitti separatisti. Caucaso meridi-
onale, Europa orientale e Balcani (Carocci, 2020) and the edited volume The 
'state' of pivot states in south-eastern Mediterranean: Turkey, Egypt, Israel, and Tu-
nisia after the Arab Spring (Stranieri University Press, 2016).

Emidio Diodato is Full Professor of International Politics and Political 
Science in the Department of International Human and Social Sciences 
at the University for Foreigners of Perugia, Italy. His research focuses on 
geopolitics, foreign policy and international relations theory. Among his 
publications is Berlusconi. The Diplomat (Palgrave MacMillan, 2019). 
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Maurizio Ferrera is Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Milan. He has been Visiting Professor at several universities, including 
UC Berkeley, London School of Economics, Science PO (Paris). His work 
has mainly focused on social welfare and European integration. His lat-
est books are La verità al potere (with Franca D'Agostini, Einaudi, 2019), La 
Società del Quinto Stato (2019, Laterza) and Rotta di Collisione: Euro versus Wel-
fare (Laterza, 2017). He is currently completing the volume Politics and So-
cial Visions for Oxford University Press (2023). He has been a columnist for 
“Corriere della Sera” since 2003. In 2013 Ferrera won an ERC Advanced 
Grant (REScEU: www.resceu.eu). In 2019 he won an ERC Synergy Grant 
(SOLID: www.solid.eu). In 2021 he was awarded the Mattei Dogan Prize 
for “high achievement in political science” by the International Political 
Science Association.

Elena Icardi is a PhD Candidate in Political Studies at the Network for 
the Advancement of Social and Political Studies (NASP) of the Universi-
ty of Milan (Political Theory curriculum). She is currently working on her 
doctoral thesis on contemporary republicanism and distributive justice. 
She spent a period abroad at the Ethics Institute of Utrecht University. 
Her research interests mostly focus on Neo-republicanism, Rousseau’s 
political thought, freedom as non-domination, equality, and democratic 
participation. 

Costanza Marcellino is a PhD Candidate in Politics at LUISS Guido Carli 
University. She holds a Double Research Master in European Studies from 
Maastricht and Cologne Universities and a BA in Politics and Economics 
from the University of Milan. Her research interests include public opi-
nion, European identity, political participation and voting behaviour.

Kalypso Nicolaïdis is professorial Chair of Global Affairs at the EUI Scho-
ol of Transnational Governance in Florence, where she convenes the EUI 
Democracy Forum. She is currently on leave from the University of Oxford 
and was professor at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government 
and at ENA. She has worked with numerous EU institutions, including as 
a member of the European Council’s reflection group on the future of Eu-
rope chaired by Felipe González (2008-10). Her research revolves around 
internal and external aspects of European integration as well as global 
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affairs, theaters of recognition, demoicratic theory, transnational legal 
empathy and social solidarity, global governance and international trade, 
sustainable integration, post-colonialism, myth and politics and the import 
of new technologies on international relations. Her last books are: A Citizen’s 
Guide to the Rule of Law - Why We Need to Fight for the Most Precious Human Inventions 
of All Time (with Adis Merdzanovic, 2021) and Exodus, Reckoning, Sacrifice: Three 
Meanings of Brexit (2019). Her website: http://kalypsonicolaidis.com/.

Jonathan White is Professor of Politics at the London School of Econom-
ics. His most recent book is Politics of Last Resort: Governing by Emergency in the 
European Union (Oxford University Press, 2019); previous titles include The 
Meaning of Partisanship (with Lea Ypi, Oxford University Press, 2016), and Po-
litical Allegiance after European Integration (Palgrave Macmillan, 2011). He was 
awarded the 2017 British Academy Brian Barry Prize for Excellence in Polit-
ical Science.




