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Daniela Bernaschi is an environmental and development economist with a 
PhD in Social and Political Change awarded jointly by the University of Flor-
ence and the University of Turin. Her research focuses on social inequalities, 
poverty and food insecurity. She is currently a research fellow at the Depart-
ment of Political and Social Sciences at the University of Florence, and a 
researcher at CURSA’s Observatory on Poverty and Food Insecurity in Rome. 
She is the Principal Investigator of the project “Food Insecurity in Affluent 
Societies: The Nutritional, Social and Emotional Dimensions of Capabilities 
and Agency Deprivation”, funded through a competitive EU-funded scheme 
coordinated by the University of Florence. Among her publications are the 
book Collective Actions of Solidarity Against Food Insecurity: The Impact in Terms of 
Capabilities (Springer, 2020), and the article “Food Insecurity and Changes in 
Social Citizenship: A Comparative Study of Rome, Barcelona and Athens”, 
co-authored with Laura Leonardi and published in 2023 in European Societies, 
which was awarded runner-up for best article (2021–2024) by the European 
Sociological Association (ESA).

Carlo Cafiero is a senior statistician and economist at the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome, Italy, where he 
leads the team in charge of producing food security and nutrition statistics 
at global, regional, and country levels and is the FAO focal point for the 
food security indicators used to monitor SDG Target 2.1. Prior to joining 
FAO in 2011, he taught statistics, agricultural economics and policy at the 
Graduate school of Agriculture at the University of Naples Federico II, Ita-
ly. His research interests have covered risk management in agriculture, the 
econometrics of storable commodity prices and, more recently, measure-
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ment issues in the fields of food security and nutrition. He holds a PhD in 
agricultural and natural resource economics from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, a Doctoral degree in agricultural policy from the University 
of Naples Federico II, Italy and a MS in agricultural economics from the 
University of Arizona.

Giulia Ciancimino is Research Fellow at the Institute for Research on Pop-
ulation and Social Policies of the National Research Council of Italy (CNR-
IRPPS) and PhD candidate in Sociology at Roma Tre University. Her research 
focuses on population attitudes and behaviours, social and educational in-
equalities, social justice, and youth relational and psychological well-being, 
combining qualitative and quantitative approaches. She has contributed to 
several national and international research projects and authored articles in 
international peer-reviewed journals.

Francesca Cerutti is a Post-doc fellow and Teaching Assistant at the Uni-
versity of Milan, Department of International and Legal Studies. Her re-
search focuses on non-proliferation regimes and International Organiza-
tions, specifically on CBRN and health security interface regimes’ complex 
dynamics (threats, stakeholders, and governance). She teaches Internation-
al Relations classes to master’s students and collaborate with the courses 
in Security Studies, Foreign Policy Analysis, and Geopolitics. Her publica-
tions include peer-reviewed original research, book chapters and newspaper 
articles. She worked as a consultant at WHO HQ (World Health Emergen-
cy) in 2017 and covered visiting scholar positions at the Graduate Institute 
in Geneva and Duke University in 2015-2016. Prior to her doctoral studies, 
she served as project manager, outreach officer and expert at Luigi Sacco 
University Hospital BSL4 Laboratory within the framework of the Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Centre of Excellence Initiative; she was 
responsible for implementing training on biosafety and biosecurity in Ita-
ly and the field: SouthEast Asia (Philippines, Singapore, Cambodia, Laos, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, Brunei) and Caucasus (Georgia). She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in International Science and European Institutions Stud-
ies and a MA in International Relations, both honoured cum laude.

Francesca Benedetta Felici, Anthropologist and Ph.D. candidate at the 
University of Rome La Sapienza, she has been working for years on food 
systems and the right to food. She has worked at various universities and 
international research centers. Among the topics she addresses, we find ur-
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ban food policies and food poverty. Her current doctoral project addresses 
the right to food in the context of public food procurement, with a specific 
focus on food in Italian prisons. She collaborates with the Observatory on 
Food Insecurity and Poverty at CURSA and is a consultant at the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

Chiara Lodi Rizzini is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Department of So-
cial and Political Sciences at the University of Milan and a researcher at 
the Laboratory Percorsi di secondo welfare. She earned a PhD in Sociolo-
gy, Organizations and Cultures from Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in 
Milan. Her principal areas of work are housing, poverty, and local welfare 
innovation.

Ilaria Madama is Professor of Political Science at the Department of So-
cial and Political Sciences, University of Milan. Her main research areas are 
EU social governance and comparative social policy, with an interest in the 
political and institutional dynamics behind the development in the fields 
of minimum income protection, social inclusion, and family policy. Among 
her recent publications: The politics of European Food Aid Policy from Delors to Von 
Der Leyen (Palgrave MacMillan, 2025); “Unpacking the globalization-welfare 
nexus: A meta-analysis of comparative evidence, mechanisms, and effects 
of openness on social spending” (with M. Giuliani, in Journal of European Social 
Policy, 2025).

Franca Maino is an Associate Professor in the Department of Social and Po-
litical Sciences at the University of Milan and serves as the Scientific Direc-
tor of Percorsi di secondo welfare. She also holds the position of President 
of the Fondazione Ufficio Pio in Turin. Her main research interests include 
the welfare state and comparative social policy, with a focus on recent wel-
fare transformations, the role of non-public actors, and policies aimed at 
combating poverty.

Davide Marino is Professor of Economics and Rural Assessment at the Uni-
versity of Molise, teaches "Food Policy" and "Environmental Accounting and 
Ecosystem Services". Lecturer in Food and Wine Sciences in Rome 3 Univer-
sity, where he teaches "The Agro-food Made in Italy". Member of the Doctor-
al College in "Models for Economics and Finance" of La Sapienza University 
in Rome. He represents the University of Molise in the Group "Food” in the 
Network of Sustainable Universities (RUS). He is a member of GDL2 - Hun-
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gry - of ASVIS (Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development). Scientific co-
ordinator of the Food Atlas and Food Plan within the Metropolitan Strategic 
Plan (PSM) for the Metropolitan City of Rome Capital. He is coordinator of 
several national and international research projects on urban agriculture, 
agricultural landscape, biodiversity, ecosystem services and environmental 
accounting.

Roberto Sensi is a policy expert at ActionAid Italy, where he coordinates 
the organization’s work on tackling food poverty. He has authored sever-
al reports on the multidimensional measurement of the phenomenon and 
on policy responses, with a particular focus on approaches developed in 
high-income countries. His work explores the nexus between the right to 
food, food security, and inequalities, with the aim of promoting systemic 
strategies through research, analysis, advocacy, and by strengthening the 
role of local and national actors.

Claudia Severi graduated with honors in Law at the University of Modena 
and Reggio Emilia, with a thesis in Theory and Practice of Human Rights 
(Tutor: Prof. Thomas Casadei) titled:  Right to Climate and Climate Migrants. She 
also spent a research stay at Maynooth University (Ireland). She is currently 
a PhD student at the Doctoral School in Humanities, Technology and Soci-
ety (Scientific Tutor Prof. Thomas Casadei), established by Fondazione Col-
legio San Carlo of Modena, Almo Collegio Borromeo of Pavia and University 
of Modena and Reggio Emilia. The title of his Research Project is “Climate 
Issue, Education and Digitalization. The Strategic Role of Education and 
Technology for the Contrast to the Effects of the Climate Crisis”. She spent 
a Visiting period at the Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Sevilla, 
under the guidance of Prof. Fernando H. Llano Alonso. She is Scientific-or-
ganizational Coordinator of CRID - Interdepartmental Research Center on 
Discrimination and Vulnerability (Unimore); since February 2025 she has 
been a member of the Migration and Equality Working Group at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley.
Her publications include: “L’odio online: un fenomeno dai molteplici volti. 
Alcuni possibili antidoti”, Clionet (2023); “Ripensare la Natura come ecosiste-
ma: percorsi filosofici e riflessioni critiche”, Dianoia, 2025; I patti educativi dig-
itali: fiducia, cooperazione, diritti per un’educazione digitale consapevole (Giappichelli, 
essay in volume, 2025).


