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Veronica Allegretti, sociologist, is a research fellow at the Department of 
Cultures, Politics and Society, University of Turin. She works on food pov-
erty, foodscape analysis, social representations of food and food politics, 
with a spatial approach in urban areas. She is currently involved in research 
projects of both national and international scope. Her most recent publi-
cations include “Foodscape e strategie di sopravvivenza: il caso torinese” 
(forthcoming) in Urban and Rural Sociology; “Sustainable Food Consumption. 
Social Representations of Definitions, Drivers and Obstacles” (with Carlo 
Genova, in Sustainability).

Marco Danesi, Deputy Director of the Diocesan Caritas of Brescia, has 
worked in the psychiatric field in the coordination of services and in the 
training of operators. From 2005 to 2019, he was a contract teacher of the 
university course for Professional Educators "Planning, evaluation and orga-
nization of educational interventions" at the State University. 

Anna D'Ascenzio is currently a third-level researcher on the project at the 
Institute for Research on Sustainable Economic Growth (IrCRES) in “Ageing 
Well in an Ageing Society: A novel public-private alliance to generate so-
cioeconomic, biomedical, and technological solutions for an inclusive Ital-
ian ageing society”. She has obtained a Degree in Communication Sciences 
(LM-20) and a Master’s Degree in Territorial Policies and International Co-
operation (LM-62). In 2017, she completed a PhD in General Sociology and 
Political Sociology. She is a member of the Degree Programme Board for 
Planning, Administration, and Management of Social Policies and Services 
(LM-87) at University of Naples “Suor Orsola Benincasa, where she teaches 
the follow courses: Social Research Methodology and Emancipatory Social 
Research Methodology. She adopts an interdisciplinary and mixed-methods 
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approach, primarily focusing on a theoretical analysis of expertise applied 
to governance of territories and populations. For the publisher Mimesis, she 
has published the monograph Il volontariato dopo lo Stato Sociale. Discorsi e pra-
tiche (2022). Together with Stefania Ferraro, she edited Solidarity Bodies. Work-
fare and Volunteering Policies (2019); with Fabrizio Greco, she co-edited Un rac-
conto sul lavoro formale. Mercato, cultura e governamentalità ieri, oggi e domani (2021).

Carolina David, President of the Red Cross - Brescia Committee. Instructor 
of International Humanitarian Law, Qualified Advisor to the Armed Forces, 
scholar of the History of the Red Cross and Medicine. Participant in the Pov-
erty Table established by the Municipality of Brescia representing CRI Brescia.

Caterina De Benedictis holds degrees in Sociology and Methodology, Or-
ganization and Evaluation of Social Services from the University of Trento. 
She is a research associate at EURICSE, where she works with a focus on 
social economy and ‘enterprising communities’. She is currently attending 
the PhD in Contexts, Environments and Lifestyles for Health and Wellbeing 
at the University "Kore" of Enna, with a focus on sustainable development in 
rural areas (e.g., social agriculture, energy communities, community entre-
preneurship). She has been working on issues related to the socio-econom-
ic development of the Southern Italy and has had several professional expe-
riences in the field, from Siracusa to Casal di Principe, which later resulted 
in a research activity conducted in collaboration with SVIMEZ on the topic 
of reuse for social purposes of property confiscated from organized crime. 
Among her latest publications: “Le imprese di comunità in Italia. Tratti dis-
tintivi e traiettorie di sviluppo” (with J. Sforzi, A. Spalazzi, L. Bettani, S. Sca-
rafoni, in Euricse Research Reports, 2024).

Laura Drera works on participatory design connected with generative com-
munity welfare, designer on circular economy issues and project manager of 
Dispensa Sociale of Maremosso association, a volunteer organization. 

Renata Lizzi is Associate Professor in Political Science. Main fields of 
research are: public policies, policy making, governance arrangements, 
interests groups in Italy; food, and agricultural policy. More recent pub-
lications are: “The Necessary Reorientation of Italian Energy Policy” (with 
Andrea Prontera, in Contemporary Italian Politics, 2023); “The Implementa-
tion of NRRP Policies between Politics and Policy. An Interest Group Per-
spective” (with Luca Germano, in Contemporary Italian Politics, 2023); “How 
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Scholars Break Down ‘Policy Coherence’: The Impact of Sustainable Devel-
opment Global Agendas on Academic Literature”, (with M.S. Righettini, in 
Environmental Policy and Governance, 2021); Agri-Food Policy, in H. Harris et 
al. (eds), The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Interest Groups, Lobbying and Public Affairs, 
Palgrave Macmillan (2020). 

Chiara Lodi Rizzini is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Department of So-
cial and Political Sciences at the University of Milan and a researcher at the 
Laboratory Percorsi di secondo welfare. She earned a PhD in Sociology, Or-
ganizations and Cultures from Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan. 
Her principal areas of work are housing, poverty, and local welfare innovation.

Ilaria Madama is Professor of Political Science at the Department of Social 
and Political Sciences, University of Milan. Her main research areas are EU so-
cial governance and comparative social policy, with an interest in the political 
and institutional dynamics behind the development in the fields of minimum 
income protection, social inclusion, and family policy. Among her recent pub-
lications: The politics of European Food Aid Policy from Delors to Von Der Leyen (Pal-
grave MacMillan, 2025); “Unpacking the globalization-welfare nexus: A me-
ta-analysis of comparative evidence, mechanisms, and effects of openness 
on social spending” (with M. Giuliani, in Journal of European Social Policy, 2025).

Franca Maino is an Associate Professor in the Department of Social and Po-
litical Sciences at the University of Milan and serves as the Scientific Direc-
tor of Percorsi di secondo welfare. She also holds the position of President 
of the Fondazione Ufficio Pio in Turin. Her main research interests include 
the welfare state and comparative social policy, with a focus on recent wel-
fare transformations, the role of non-public actors, and policies aimed at 
combating poverty.

Francesca Megni, Specialist Social Worker, head of the Social Service 
West area of the Municipality of Brescia, professor of Social Work Method-
ology, degree course in Social Service Sciences at the Catholic University 
of Brescia. Expert in Community Welfare.

Luigi Moraschi, Community facilitator, deals with building territorial net-
works with the aim of sharing resources and enhancing the skills of associa-
tions and volunteers. Vice President of Cauto social cooperative and on the 
board of directors of the national consortium Ideeinrete.



Biographical Notes 

144

Maria Stella Righettini is Associate Professor in Public Policy (Department 
of Political Science, Law and International Relations). Director of the II Lev-
el Master Course on “Policy Innovation, Design and Evaluation” (PISIA) at 
the University of Padova. Main fields of study and research are: governance, 
governance of environmental issue, sustainability policies, food security, 
local food policies. Recent publications: The Governance of Food Security. Build-
ing Collaborative Learning and Trust from the Street-level in Turbulent Time, Palgrave 
(2025, forthcoming); Introduction to Special issue, “Cybersecurity as a Poli-
cy” (in RIPP, 2024, et. al.); “Policy Learning from Crises: Lessons Learned from 
the Italian Food Stamp Programme” (with S. Busetti, in Policy & Politics, 2023); 
“Designing Integrative Governance Arrangements for Policy Performance in 
Energy Union: Evidence from Seven Member States” (with G. Bazzan, Jour-
nal of Environmental Policy and Planning, 2022); “Exploring Food Security as a 
Multidimensional Topic. Twenty Years of Scientific Publications and Recent 
Developments” (with E. Bordin, in Quality & Quantity, 2022).

Silvia Scarafoni is a first-year PhD Student in Legality, Political Cultures 
and Democracy at the University of Perugia. She graduated in Design of 
Social Policies (University of Perugia) and she holds a first-level Master’s 
degree in Design and Management of Participatory Policies and Processes 
(University of Perugia) and a second-level master’s program in Internal Ar-
eas. Rebirth after natural disaster: designing with communities (University 
of Camerino). She works as research assistant at Euricse for the ‘Enterpris-
ing Communities’ project and her research interests mainly focus on tools 
participation and active involvement of citizens, the relationship between 
local community and territory, and the development of inland areas. Among 
her main publications: “Le imprese di comunità in Italia. Tratti distintivi e 
traiettorie di sviluppo” (with J. Sforzi, A. Spalazzi, L. Bettani, in Euricse Re-
search Reports 2024).

Jacopo Sforzi is a senior researcher at Euricse. He holds a degree in Po-
litical Science (University of Florence) and a PhD in Economic Sociology 
(University of Brescia), with a thesis dedicated to the role of institutions and 
social capital in local development processes of rural areas. After working 
as a researcher at the School on Local Development (University of Trento) 
on a research project on the cooperative phenomenon and rural develop-
ment in Eastern European countries, in 2010 he began his collaboration 
with Euricse as a post-doc researcher, with a research project on the role of 
cooperative banks in local development. His research interests focus main-
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ly on local development, rural development policies and local institutions, 
with an emphasis on cooperatives, public-private partnerships, shared ad-
ministration and the different models of community-based organizations in 
the management of goods and services of general interest. His latest publi-
cation: “Local Action Groups and Community-Based Enterprises: Fostering 
Aggregation and Local Development towards a Long-Term Vision for Rural 
Areas” (with A. Spalazzi, A. de Renzis, in Scienze Regionali, 2024).

Alessia Toldo, geographer, type B researcher at the Department of Cultures, 
Politics and Society, University of Turin, where she teaches Land Policy and 
Sustainability and International Cooperation for development. She works 
on food systems and food policies, sustainability and social justice from an 
intersectional perspective. She works, in particular, on issues of food access, 
alternative food styles, and care, areas on which she is currently engaged in 
national and international research projects. Among her most recent publi-
cations “Eating at school: on children, biopower and care in Turin, Italy” in 
Children's Geographies; “Food Poverty, Right to Food and Local Food Policies: 
First Critical Reflections” (with Veronica Allegretti, Sabrina Arcuri and Mau-
rizia Pierri, in Rivista Geografica Italiana). 


